MT SWCS Teleconference Minutes

September 4, 2007

Meeting was called to order by Ann Fischer, President.  Those in attendance were Kit Sutherland, Jane Holzer, Carla Lawrence, Tom Pick, Heidi Brewer, Gordy Hill, Dick Scheetz, and Matt Crampton.
Approval of July 2007 meeting minutes:

 There were no additions or corrections to the August minutes. Minutes were approved as written.
Treasury Update:  Jane Holzer

Jane has opened a new checking account at Stockman Bank in Conrad.  Jane reported that there was $465.00 left in checking to date this included $182.00 from National for membership dues.  Molly Sharp – DA Davidson will be sending a signature card to Jane for the CD and savings account. Dick Scheetz moved to add Stacy Eneboe to the checking account for a second signature but only one signature will be required on checks; second by Carla Lawrence.  Motion was approved. 
Old Business

Scholarship committee replacement-Stacy Eneboe/John Rouane
Stacy will follow-up with John Rouane and Cindy Hogemark to see if either would be interested in serving on the committee.
Membership committee replacement-Stacy

Matt Crampton – still interested in helping but understands that it takes a large time commitment.  Tom suggested Dale Krause.  Stacy will follow-up with Dale Krause and see if he would be interested. Dick will follow-up with Rusty Iron and see if he is interested.  Membership survey will be emailed to Gordy and Kit with the membership plan being sent to the entire board. The board will discuss this in more detail at the next teleconference.  Kit is going to talk about membership in professional societies at the Columbia Basin NRCS area meeting.
Endowment Plan-Tom Pick/Brad Trosper/Larry Robertson
Tom had a conference call last month with Larry and Brad.  Larry has completed a draft brochure.  Tom needs to add the photos or illustrations.  The Endowment is on the justgive.org website. Anyone can donate through this website.
Soil Painting Kit-Tom Pick
Tom has been grinding soil for the soil painting kits.  Carla has compiled cost estimates. She estimated the total cost per kit at $8.33 - $10.00.  Carla and Tom will follow-up on materials and cost of purchasing a box to hold each kit. Shipping will also need to be included. Each kit is designed for a class room of 25 kids.  Tom is working with the Gallatin County Conservation District to apply for an education mini-grant.  Carla will follow-up with DNRC on the current status.  Carla suggested starting with 25 kits and follow-up with a monitoring kit.  Tom and Robert Moler will be speaking at the MT Education Association Meeting in October. They will hopefully be able to do a demonstration using the kit.  Tom suggested presenting the Soil Painting Kit to the MT Environmental Education Association at their next conference.  
Summer Tour 08- Brad Trosper
Brad was not in attendance.
International meeting-Tom/Kit/Ann

Three MT Chapter officers attended the International meeting held July 2007 in Tampa, Florida. Kit discussed the highlights of the meeting International meeting held the end of July.  Ethanol, biodiesels, cellulosic energy production, Switch Grass development and Soil Quality were some of the conference highlights.  Ann attended the Soil Quality workshop and brought back ideas for MT to host a soil quality workshop.  At the House of Delegates meeting, the group discussed membership categories and costs.  SWCS will continue to look for ways to encourage membership but will not offer a lower cost membership that does not receive the journal.  Tom gave a talk about the MT Chapter as well as a technical talk.   
Fundraising Activities

Tom asked the AWRA board if MT could have a silent auction at their conference in October.  They said no.  The board needs to find a way to generate money for the scholarship fund. Ann will check into the feasibility of having a raffle. Grouse Mountain Lodge at Whitefish is always looking for ways to promote their establishment.  Tom will check into chocolate candy bar sales as an option since it appeals to a wide audience.  
New Business

Newsletter Editor

Tasha Gibby is no longer employed with NRCS and she no longer has access to a computer and software that she can use to develop the newsletter.  She doesn’t have a personal computer.  Tom is working on a possible replacement.  
Newsletter 
Ann is going to work on a simple newsletter that can be emailed out to all MT members. Jane Holzer will submit a picture and write-up about herself.  Kit will develop an article about the International Meeting that was held in Tampa.  Tom will submit information on the AWRA conference to be held in October 10-12 in Lewistown.  Kit will submit a tidbit on the 2008 National Christmas Tree that is coming from Montana.  Dick will submit an article on awards.  Carla will submit a good luck article about Tasha. Newsletter deadline is September 17th. 
There is a Members only section on the national website. All SWCS members should go in and update their information.  
Face to face  SWCS Board Meeting-time/place?

Ann will send out possible dates and location alternatives for a face to face meeting.  Tom suggested having it in conjunction with the AWRA conference in Lewistown this October.
Bid for International Convention
Kit suggested having the International Meeting in Montana. Ann will contact Ankeny to get details. 
Routing SWCS Chapter Display at MACD area meetings

Jane Holzer will be attending the MACD area meetings and has agreed to put up the display.  Meetings are in Chester, Jordon, Ingomar,  Sidney, Helmville and Butte.  Tom will leave the SWCS display at DNRC.CDB in Helana for Jane. 
Routing Display at other meetings

Carla recommended sending the display to the winter grazing seminar. The board needs to continue to make an effort to get this display up at various functions across the state. Tom or Jane will take the display to the AWRA meeting in Lewistown in October.
Upcoming Events:
Kit mentioned that September 26, 27, 28, and 29th there will be Facilitator Training Workshops organized by RC&D in Missoula.  The workshops follow national facilitator guidelines.

October 15-18 will be the “Making Wood Work” - Woody Biomass Boiler Technology conference to be help in Missoula.  

Next Meeting: 
October 16 at 7:30 AM will be the next teleconference unless there is a face to face meeting. 
Submitted by,
Stacy Denny Eneboe

MT Chapter Secretary
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